[Distribution of alpha 2,3-sialyltransferase mRNA in rat iris and ciliary body].
The distribution of alpha 2,3-sialyltransferase (alpha 2,3-ST) mRNA in the rat iris and ciliary body was investigated with in situ hybridization histochemistry. Strong expression of alpha 2,3-ST mRNA was detected in the inner epithelial layer of the ciliary body and weak expression in the iris epithelium. Since the synthesis of sialoglycoconjugates is completed by terminal sialylation by the action of sialyltransferase (ST), the ST-expressed portions are considered to produce sialoglycoconjugates. Hence, the source of the sialoglycoconjugates found in the inner epithelial layer of the ciliary body in previous histochemical studies is the same epithelial cell.